the notice of the authorities in a becoming manner.
They should so behave in their little community as to
become better men when they left the jail than when
they entered it.

Gandhiji had learnt that there were Hindus, Sikhs
and Muslims amongst the prisoners. Let not the-poison of
communalism enter their ranks. They should all live
together as friends and brothers so that when they went
out they might be able to check the madness outside.
He wished Id Mubarak to all Muslim prisoners and
hoped that the non-Muslim prisoners would do like-
wise to their Muslim brethren.

45
26-KV47
LESSON OF DASSERA
Gandhiji began his post-prayer speech by referring
to a letter in which a member of the audience asked
whether it was any use saying that retaliation and re-
venge were wrong when his followers year after year
depicted Rama as burning the effigy of Ravana on
Dassera day and thus encouraged the sentiment of
revenge. Gandhiji said that there were two fallacies
in the question. He did not know who his followers
were unless it was he himself. Again the interpretation
of the ceremonial was quite wrong. It not only did
not encourage private revenge but discouraged it by
showing that it belonged exclusively to God known to
Hinduism as Rama. He was the sole infallible reader
of men's hearts and therefore knew who was- Ravana.
If everyone 'arrogated to himself the position of Rama,
who would be Ravana ? Imperfect men had no right
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